
Minutes of Meeting of Prees Parish Council held on 15 December 2025 
at Prees Village Hall.     
Present: Cllrs Mrs S Short, Mrs J Catterall, Mrs L Baer, Ms N Young, Mrs J Platt, Mrs A Allen, J Allen, Dr J Redgate, T Nield, D Pritchard and M Myles-Hook.  Also present were one member of the public and the clerk Mrs K Sieloff.
185/25   Public Session
A parishioner spoke in support of his planning application 25/04475/FUL which was to be considered by the Parish Council later in the Agenda.  
186/25   Apologies.  
Apologies had been received from Cllrs Mrs B Finch and Mrs S Jones.
187/25   For Members to disclose Pecuniary/Non-Pecuniary interests in items on this agenda. 
There were none declared.
188/25   Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on November 17 2025 (previously circulated.)
The clerk advised that she had noticed that she had failed to insert the names of the proposer and seconder at the end of the Grants/Donations item.  She would correct this omission.  
Cllr D Pritchard advised that the location of the hole in the pavement left by Scottish Power works on Whitchurch Road was actually opposite numbers 20-21 Whitchurch Road, not Wrafton Terrace as the draft minutes recorded.  With these two amendments the Minutes were agreed to be a true record and it was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall that they should be signed and this was seconded by Cllr Mrs J Platt.  All were in favour.
189/25   Actions arising from the Minutes (which are not included on the Agenda.)
There were none.
190/25   Community Policing Matters.
It was unanimously agreed that the three policing priorities for the coming quarter were vehicle theft, anti-social behaviour and speeding vehicles.  Clerk to relay these to Whitchurch SNT.
191/25   Shropshire Council Report.  (Previously circulated.) 
192/25   Planning Matters	
Current planning applications for consultation
25/04475/FUL (validated: 27/11/2025)
Proposed Residential Development Land To The South Of, Moreton Street, Prees, Shropshire
Erection of 3 no. detached dwellings with garages, associated works and infrastructure including phasing plan for phased development.  Applicant: Mr P Gill (SY13 2EQ)
The Parish Council resolved to support this Application.  This was proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr Ms N Young.  All were in favour.
25/04481/FUL: Erection of garage/carport/store and erection of lean-to log store to side of dwelling.  Cornerwood, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire. Applicant: Mr T Matthews.
The Parish Council resolved to support this Application.  This was proposed by Cllr Ms N Young and seconded by Cllr Mrs J Catterall.  All were in favour.
Other planning matters.
Two applications were received for information only
· 25/04466/CPL. Development proposed: application for Lawful Development Certificate for installation of solar panels to building roof.  Location: Steele Farm, Steel Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3LB.  Applicant: Mr Martyn Lea.
· 25/04071/CPL.  Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for the proposed erection of a side extension.  Location: Laurel Bank, Heathwood Road, Higher Heath, Whitchurch, Shropshire.  Applicants: Ms Sarah and Mr and Mrs Huxley.
Planning decisions received from Shropshire Council.  None this month.
193/25   Parish and Parish Council Matters.
Hazardous parking at War Memorial.  
Clerk confirmed she was still waiting for a response from the Diocese concerning ownership of the lane around the War Memorial. She was asked to obtain deeds for The Cottage and the Old Hall.  Deeds obtained for the new Vicarage did not reveal anything about the ownership of the lane.
The PC has been told that it is only the owner of the land who can definitively control who parks there.  If the owner cannot be identified, any party can claim ownership by a process known as adverse possession.  Legal advice has confirmed that shared ownership of the land by a small group is possible.  Clerk to obtain further information about the process from NALC.
Report from Severn Trent drop-in session held 8 December 2025 
concerning upcoming water pipes renewal in Station Rd/Brades Road.  Cllr Mrs Short attended the session and was told that about 15 people had attended.  The work will take about 15 weeks, starting in early January.  All affected households have received letters from Severn Trent.  Access to all residences will be maintained.
Concerns raised at meeting of Fauls parishioners 6 December 2025.
Shropshire Cllrs M Myles-Hook (Prees) and Ms D Edmunds (Hodnet) had attended this meeting along with members of Prees and Hodnet Parish Councils. Fauls residents voiced concerns about various highways and traffic issues in the Ward especially on Mickley Lane and Lostford Lane.  Residents are concerned that the ancient single-track lanes are being eroded by the speed and volume of traffic they are subjected to.  There are no footways, and the eroded verges mean there is no refuge for pedestrians or horse-riders from vehicles travelling too fast for the roads.  Road gullies and drains are blocked resulting in flooded roads.  The situation is worsened when there are delays on the A41 or the A53 because these lanes are then used by drivers avoiding accidents and roadworks.   The meeting asked the Shropshire Councilllors to raise the concerns with Shropshire Council Highways, citing specific requested actions such as the imposition of 30mph speed limits.
A current planning application (25/04050/PAAFC) which is a Change of Use application seeking permission to use two buildings at New Farm Fauls for storage instead of agricultural purposes, has heightened concerns because it is feared that if granted there will be even more heavy traffic using these lanes.
Cllr Myles-Hook had been asked to request that this application be considered by Committee, not an individual planning officer.
He had subsequently found that this was not possible as the matter is only a Change of Use application.
Parish Council Donations.
It was resolved that the following donations should be made.
Fauls Church Hall roof repair: £1,000.   Prees Bowls Club: £120.00. Prees Primary School’s Curiosity Courtyard £300.00. Cheques to be raised for the December meeting.  Proposed by Cllr Mrs J Catterall and seconded by Cllr T Nield.  All were in favour.
Playground Matters
Proposed enhancements at Higher Heath.
Residents had suggested the provision of a slide for older children and a multi-access roundabout. Clerk to obtain costs including installation etc.
Reports had been received of the unpleasantness caused by dog excrement at Higher Heath playing-field.  The PC is aware that many people enjoy walking their dogs on the playing -field and most owners clean up after their pets.  The idea of fencing off the play equipment and excluding dogs from that fenced area was discussed.  Clerk to investigate the costs of this.
Clerk also to pursue the task of getting the hedges at the playing-field cut.
Prees Conservation Area.  
The Parish Council discussed the need for residents to be encouraged to observe the restrictions imposed on homes in the Conservation area.  The clerk was asked to contact the Conservation department for guidance.
Report from Patient Participation Group held December 1 2025 at Wem.  
Cllr Mrs S Short attended and reported that the Medical Centre at Wem is keen for patients to use the NHS App as the most efficient way of communication.
Review of on-going/unfinished Parish Council projects.  
Cllr Mrs S Short asked all the cllrs to email the clerk to add to the list of ongoing and unfinished projects that she was collating.  This would be circulated to all before the January meeting.
Community-led residential development on Whitchurch Road.  
The clerk reported that Wrekin Housing was hopeful that the outstanding road surfacing works would be completed early in the New Year.
The clerk had been advised by Wrekin to report the hole in the pavement on Whitchurch Road, left by the electrical contractors, to Shropshire Council, as this was likely to be more fruitful than pursuing the contractors.
194/25  SALC news.  Nothing to report.
195/25.  Accounting matters
Payment of accounts for December 2025
K D Sieloff clerk’s salary December 2025                                                        506.48
HMRC PAYE                                                                                                     126.61                                                                                 
KD Sieloff clerk’s expenditure (12.11.25-9.12.25)                                              17.84
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd: (lengthsman November)                            320.00                                                                           
Pimlotts Ground Maintenance Ltd (playgrounds maintenance Nov )                212.00
PlayMaintainRepair Ltd (basket swing repair)                                                   150.00
Post Office Ltd (SC Joint Energy scheme: third quarter)                                   645.44                                                                                        
                                                                                                     Total           £1978.37  
Additional invoices for payment 
Prees Village Hall (bookings 20/10,17/11 and 15/12 2025)                                 75.00
Prees Junior Football Club                                                                                  500.00
Prees Scouts (Claire Trump)                                                                               250.00
Prees PCC (Venture newsletter)                                                                         250.00
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal                                                                   150.00 

                                                                                          Grand total           £3203.37
Clerk’s expenditure 12.11.25-10.12.25
BT line rental contribution December 2025: £ 12.50. 
Stamps:2 x second class stamps @ 87p = £1.74
Trip to noticeboards for November Agenda: 8 miles @ 45ppm = £3.60.

Consideration of draft budget 2026-27
Cllrs perused the draft budget. The clerk explained the process of calculating the Precept requirement which is the amount collected from households through Shropshire Council’s Community Charge to fund the Parish Council’s work throughout the year.
The Precept for the year 2026-7 will be based on there being 1,231.47 Band D households contributing to the Precept.  
The draft budget of £41,402 means a contribution of £33.62 per household. Last year it was £25.56.  The Chair suggested that every effort is made to keep the figure down to £30.00 per household and all were in agreement.  Final decision on the budget to be made at the January meeting.
196/25  Housekeeping.  Nothing to report.
197/25  Facebook.  Nothing additional.
198/25 Correspondence.  Nothing outstanding.
199/25  Items for next Agenda.  Budget.  WhatsApp group for cllrs?

The meeting was closed at 9pm.



Signed……………………………………………………………   Date………………………………………
2/2025


